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excited throughout Germany by the somewhat malicious
juxtaposition in most of the newspapers of two articles,
one of which gave an elaborate description of the Sunday
shooting-party of the emperor at Romlnten, while in a
parallel column was a proclamation just issued by the civil
governor of the province of Westphalia, calling attention
to the lax observance of the Sunday laws, and reiterating
the pains and penalties that are prescribed by statute for
those who shoot, sing, dance, play skittles or indulge in
any recreation, whether in public or in private, that is in-
consistent with repose on Sunday.
Of course, the vote of the consistory of Eastern Prussia
was eventually quashed, and its members disciplined. But
the publicity given to the affair served to call the attention
of the people at large to the emperor's disregard of the
laws which he himself had caused to be enacted. Previous
to his reign, Sunday had been looked upon as a day of
recreation, revelry, and festivity throughout Germany.
In the days of the old emperor all the finest perform-
ances of the court theatres were reserved for Sunday, the
principal state banquets took place on that day, as well
as the imperial hunting parties and battues. Among the
bourgeoisie, dances, balls and picnics were the order of the
Lord's Day, while the lower classes thronged the beer gar-
dens and the beer halls that constitute so important a fea-
ture of German life. Regattas, parades, race-meetings, and
popular entertainments and festivals of one kind or an-
other, were, in fact, all reserved for Sunday.
All this was changed when the emperor came to the
throne, and among the earliest laws enacted on his initia-
tive, were those to which the Governor of Westphalia
called attention in the proclamation just described, and
which prohibited every form of revelry on the Sabbath.
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